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MR.   CHAIRMAN,   LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN,
In response to the invitation issued by Maulana Mahomed All,
we have met here in order to consider certain things, one of which,
and perhaps the most pressing, is to advise some action which
should be taken by this Conference, if it is at all possible, in
connection with the repressive policy adopted by the Government
of Bengal with the concurrence and approval of the Government
of India. It was the desire of those who are associated with
Mr. Mahomed Ali and the Working Committee as well as the mem-
bers of the Swarajya Party that there should be a resolution on
the repressive policy arrived at by the different parties represen-
ted here, and that the resolution should be passed unanimously.1
We have gathered here, not to emphasize the points of difference
("Hear, hear!"), but to find points of agreement ("Hear, hear!"}
and to see whether it is possible for us to come together and work
together in connection with these points of agreement. One of
these points is with reference to the extraordinary ordinance in
Bengal and the action taken under Regulation III of 1818. So
far as I am aware, there is a consensus of opinion to arrive at
some decision which will be representative of all parties represen-
ted in this hall. Unfortunately, I have not been able to consult
the heads of the different parties that have arrived here. I had
the pleasure and honour of waiting on Mrs. Besant* I have not
I The resolution as finally adopted the next day by the conference read;
(a)  While firmly of the opinion that anarchical organizations can never
secure swaraj to the people of India, and while disapproving and condemn-
ing most emphatically such organizations, if any, this Conference, representing
all classes and communities of India and every variety of political opinion, views
with the strongest disapproval  and condemns  the  action of the Governor-
General in promulgating the Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance of 1924, as
such an extraordinary measure, being a direct invasion upon individual liberty,
should not have been enacted without the sanction of the Legislature, and as it
easily lends itself at the hands of the Executive to grave   abuses  resulting in
implicating innocent persons and interfering with constitutional political activity,
as past experience of similar measures has repeatedly demonstrated.
(b)  This Conference urges the immediate withdrawal of the  Ordinance
and the trial, if necessary, and in accordance with the ordinary law, of the
persons detained under it.
(c)  This Conference further urges that Regulation III of 1818, which
gives the Government powers of arresting and confining persons  suspected of
crimes without warrant, without trial, and without statement of reasons for
such arrest and confinement, should be forthwith withdrawn.
(d)  This Conference records its conviction that the present political situa-
tion in India is due to the denial of the just rights, long overdue, of the people,
and that the speedy establishment of swaraj is the only effective remedy therefor.